CTUIR Proposal for trapping adult Pacific lamprey at Bonneville, The Dalles and John Day dams, 2010
As discussed in the “Tribal Pacific Lamprey Restoration Plan for the Columbia River Basin, CRITFC, 2010” the tribes believe that the most urgent problem lamprey face is surviving upstream and downstream passage.  
According to CBFWA (2008), available indices indicate severely declining lamprey numbers and precarious status. This is especially true for the interior Columbia River Basin, such as the Snake River Basin in Idaho and the Umatilla and Walla Walla rivers. Information on adult Pacific lamprey passage efficiencies past main stem dams indicates successful passage rates through the hydro system are low and that passage success is poorer for smaller lamprey. For example, Cochnaer and Clarie (2002) found only 541 ammocoetes in sampling 70 sites in five major tributaries of the Lower Snake River.

Umatilla Tribes Translocation Program

In 1995, a status report was completed for Pacific lamprey by the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) as directed by the Northwest Power and Conservation Council (NWPCC).  The status report identified measures that needed immediate implementation for reintroduction of lamprey along with recommendations for research and data gathering.

In 1998, a juvenile electrofishing survey in NE Oregon and SE Washington was conducted to document current abundance and distribution in the CTUIR ceded lands. The Umatilla, Walla Walla, Tucannon and Grande Ronde rivers had negligible lamprey presence suggesting extremely low or extirpated lamprey populations for those basins.  The John Day River had the best lamprey production of NE Oregon/SE Washington rivers sampled, with juvenile lamprey documented throughout the basin. 

In 1999, a restoration plan for Pacific lamprey in the Umatilla River was developed by CTUIR and peer-reviewed as directed by the NPCC.  The plan proposed to reintroduce lamprey into the Umatilla River where they were once an integral part of the basin.  This plan called for: 1) locating an appropriate donor stock for translocation, 2) identifying suitable and sustainable habitat within the basin for spawning and rearing, 3) outplanting up to 500 adult lampreys annually, and 4) long-term monitoring of spawning success, juvenile growth, juvenile density increases, juvenile outmigration, and adult returns.  In 2000, CTUIR began implementing the restoration plan.  The Umatilla River was chosen primarily for reintroduction because it once supported an abundant population of lamprey and a traditional lamprey fishery, and donor stocks where geographically close for translocation.  In addition, numerous habitat improvements had been completed for salmonids.

In 2008, CTUIR collected 261 adult lampreys from John Day Dam between 13 August  and 26 August, 2008.  In 2009, CTUIR successfully collected 400 adult lamprey from 10 July to 31 July, 2009.  For 2010, CTUIR would collect up to 500 adult lamprey in aggregation from Bonneville, The Dalles and John Day dams beginning mid-June through end of September or until our target of up to 500 adults are obtained, whichever is first.
CTUIR will coordinate with and support other tribal lamprey programs as requested and needed.  CTUIR will follow any guidelines and recommendations of COE FPOM workgroup.  
Tasks to implement the Umatilla translocation plan include:

· Coordinating with US Army Corps of Engineers main stem dam fishway dewatering activities for the salvage and collection of adult lamprey

· Establishing adult collection facilities at select main stem projects to facilitate translocation effort

· Targeting  up to 500 adult Pacific lampreys to be translocated from main stem dams to the Umatilla River and tributaries annually.

· Holding transported adults for overwintering at the South Fork Walla Walla River Adult Lamprey Holding facility and Minthorn Springs Adult Lamprey Holding facility

· Releasing over-wintered adults in the spring into the Umatilla River Basin

· Long-term monitoring of translocation success

Bonneville Dam trapping plan

· CTUIR is requesting to collect lamprey from existing researchers at Bonnveille Dam (University of Idaho, and NOAA).  CTUIR will obtain fish that are in excess of  each researchers tagging needs for a given day.  Collections will occur from mid-June through September 2010.  CTUIR would have all necessary collection permits, would complete safety talk, hazard analysis, and work plan documents according to USACOE criteria and prior to work beginning.
· CTUIR is requesting permission to place pot traps in areas highly coordinated with COE staff that may have a chance to capture adult Pacific lamprey, and where no impact to salmonids is known (i.e. off the face of the dam, etc.).  This is an exploratory backup method and may just be utilized to explore other means to collect lamprey for tribal brood collection in the future.  The pot traps will have the exact same design as those used at John Day Dam with great success.
· CTUIR requests that USACOE staff provide insight into proper, suitable trapping locations at the dam.

· CTUIR would have a slip tank trailer provided with oxygen to transport lamprey off-site to holding facility.

· CTUIR would provide an accurate count of lampreys trapped daily and for the season to USACOE staff.

· Lead contact for CTUIR trapping operation would be Aaron Jackson, aaronjackson@ctuir.org, (541) 429-7281.  Daily collections will be made by Jerrid Weaskus, jerridweaskus@ctuir.org (541) 215-2091
John Day and The Dalles dams trapping plan
· CTUIR is requesting to trap in the fishways at The Dalles and John Day dams.  The trapping hours requested would be up to 24 hours per day from mid-June through late September 2010.  CTUIR would have all necessary collection permits, would complete safety talk, hazard analysis, and work plan documents according to USACOE criteria and prior to work beginning. 

· Pot traps would be placed in the fishways in areas where no impact to salmonids is known (i.e. behind picketed leads of count stations, make-up channels, etc).  Traps would be suspended from ropes tied off to hand railings or anchor points.  These traps have been used with great success by CTUIR over the last two years at John Day Dam.
· CTUIR would request that USACOE staff provide insight into proper, suitable trapping locations within the North and South fishways at the dam.
· CTUIR would have a slip tank trailer provided with oxygen to transport lamprey off-site to holding facility.
· CTUIR would provide an accurate count of lampreys trapped daily and for the season to USACOE staff.
· Lead contact for CTUIR trapping operation would be Aaron Jackson, aaronjackson@ctuir.org, (541) 429-7281.  Daily collections will be made by Jerrid Weaskus, jerridweaskus@ctuir.org (541) 215-2091.
In summary, the CTUIR has been a forerunner in implementing tributary lamprey restoration actions in the Columbia Basin.  The Umatilla program has shown successful spawning, rearing and outmigration of lamprey as a result of translocation.  It is imperative that this program continue and CTUIR requests that this proposal be approved as a short-term solution to meeting CTUIR’s yearly needs for Pacific lamprey.  The success of trapping at Bonneville, The Dalles and John Day dams will be reviewed and discussed at Tribal/USACOE meetings.
